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Life is Better When 
We Come Together
By becoming a member at any level, you become  
a core supporter of the arts in Acadiana. 

Dear Friends,

For young professionals  
ages 21-40. 

Young Insider : $150

Young insider perks for two. 
Dual Young Insider : $225

For AcA patrons looking for 
exciting & new opportunities 
to engage with peers through 
the arts. 

Insider : $250

Support the work of AcA and 
get exclusive benefits without 

breaking the bank. 

Free admissions to the galleries, 
early access to tickets, and select 

discounts on  programs like 
summer camp!

For students, teachers, 
artists, and seniors at a 
discounted price. 

Friend of the Arts : $35

For AcA patrons looking for 
perks at an affordable price.

Individual Member : $65

For families looking for AcA 
perks for the entire family. 

Family Package : $125 Bronze: $500
Silver: $1,000
Gold: $2,000

Recognizes the most 
committed supporters of 
the AcA with exclusive events, 
public recognition on the 
donor wall of the AcA Atrium, 
& intimate occasions to 
interact with AcA’s leadership 
& fellow arts patrons.

Bronze, Silver, & Gold :

Participate in exciting & engaging 
networking opportunities while 

being immersed in the arts.

Invitation to the Insiders' Salon,  
a quarterly, all-inclusive  

gallery night for Acadiana's 
creativecommunity.

It is my pleasure to tell you a bit about this year in performances at AcA. In 2024, 
AcA continues to grow the stature and impact of all six performance series and 
to extend the reach and awareness of these incredible programs to new audiences 
across our community. 

In the AllStars Series, our premier touring music series, we will begin the year with a 
bang with rock and roll star JD McPherson and come to a peak with world-renowned 
folk artist Patty Griffin. This year’s series is artistically diverse and includes a great 
mix of long-time heavy hitters like Brian Blade and Buffalo Nichols as well as rising 
stars like Jake Xerxes Fussell and The Secret Sisters. Whether you know the artist 
beforehand or not, our promise is that every show in the AllStars Series will be an 
incredible experience with the greatest talents working in their respective genres.

In the Louisiana Crossroads Series, we tell the stories of musicians who have 
emerged through the immeasurable influence of Louisiana’s music and culture on 
the world stage. In this seminal series, we will kick off with a two-night celebration 
and reunion show 50 years of BeauSoleil and come to a culmination with the 
Queen of Soul herself Irma Thomas. The series explores some of the artists who 
have made significant cultural crossovers in their careers like Horace Trahan and 
Shardé Thomas, and it brings exposure to up-and-coming artists like Nashville-
based Lafayette natives Arbo and Acadiana-based Appalachian native singer/
songwriter K.C. Jones.

The Comedy Club series launches to higher heights and includes a lot of female 
power with the incomparable and hilarious Paula Poundstone and career return  
of the comedically unique Emo Philips. Expanding even more, AcA’s support for  
local emerging artists, the NXT series adds greater diversity in genre and form with 
hip-hop artist J-S.A.N.D. and chill-rock vibes of Noa Jamir and Kid Charleroi.

Our celebration of the classical arts also takes further root with the Spotlight Dance 
and Theater series focusing on four commissions of professional dance and theater, 
directed or choreographed by artists from Acadiana and the return for a second year of 
the Listening Room Chamber Series with four European-style concerts in-the-round 
in the James Devin Moncus Theater.

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you want to learn more about AcA’s work 
and where we may have opportunities for you to get further engaged.

Sincerely, 

Samuel Oliver
Executive Director
sam@acadianacenterforthearts.org

The innermost circle of 
Acadiana’s cultural scene 
who are proud to support 
AcA artists & performers.

Invitation to a private VIP 
receptions with the featured 
artists for each main gallery 

exhibition & select performances.

INSIDERS
MEMBERSHIP

GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP

Interested in becoming a member or renewing your annual membership?  Scan the QR code above!

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
MEMBERSHIP



2024 at a glance
Buffalo Nichols 50 Years of BeauSoleil Dance Split

2024 AllStars Series 2024 Louisiana Crossroads Series 2024 Spotlight Theater & Dance Series

pg 
20-21Three show lineup | Classical and contemporary chamber music on Sunday afternoons 

Special “in-the-round” configuration 

LISTENING ROOM chamber music series  

UPCOMING events & exhibitions pg 
22-25

LET CULTURE LEAD initiative pg 
26-29

pg 
18-19Four show lineup | Standup comedy 

COMEDY CLUB series

pg 
16-17Four show lineup | Local artists releasing new albums and creative endeavors

NXT series

pg 
14-15Four-show lineup | Music, theater, and dance from local and national artists 

SPOTLIGHT theater and dance series

pg 
10-13

Six-show lineup | Stories & Music by Louisiana artists

LOUISIANA CROSSROADS series

pg 
6-9

ALLSTARS series
Six-show lineup | World-class musicians in many genres

AcA Members get advance access to tickets!
• October 24, 2023 

Tickets for all 2024 series on sale to members only 

• December 12, 2023 
Individual tickets on sale to members only

• January 2, 2024 
Individual tickets on sale to the general public to  
all shows (no membership required)

Already a member? 
Chat with the Front Desk OR check your email!  
The link to purchase tickets should be in your inbox from AcA.

Call or email the Box Office with any questions:
337-233-7060 
frontdesk@acadianacenterforthearts.org

Not an active member?
Join or renew your membership today at any level to early access:  
acadianacenterforthearts.org/membership

HOW TO get tickets

Paige Barnett
2024 NXT Series

Emo Philips
2024 Comedy Club Series

Orit Wolf
2024 Listening Room Chamber Music Series
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In the AllStars Series, AcA presents well-known artists, 
rising-stars, and newcomers to the area in a multitude 
of genres, from Rock, Indie, Alt, and Folk to R&B, Blues, 
and Soul—from Bluegrass and Country to World, African, 
Caribbean, and Jazz. 

These artists represent diverse voices and backgrounds. 
You may not know the artist, but AcA guarantees you the 
‘night of your life.’

Tickets starting at $35 + taxes and fees

AcA offers valet service for a nominal fee starting at 6pm on the night of each  
AllStars performance.

PRESENTED BY

The Secret Sisters

Buffalo Nichols Jake Xerxes FussellPatty Griffin
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JD McPherson  
FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Singer-songwriter and guitarist known for his modern 
take on vintage rock ‘n’ roll and rhythm and blues, 
blending retro vibes with contemporary flair.

Rock ‘n’ Roll | Rhythm and Blues | Rockabilly
Tickets: $45, $55, $65

Buffalo Nichols
SEPTEMBER 19, 2024

Captivating musical artist celebrated for his bluesy,  
soulful sound and gritty, emotionally charged lyrics. 
Buffalo Nichols’ music channels the essence of  
American roots and folk traditions.

Blues | Folk | Americana
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

Patty Griffin
MAY 23, 2024

Acclaimed American singer-songwriter known for her 
soul-stirring, poetic folk and Americana music. Her 
emotionally charged lyrics and hauntingly beautiful  
vocals resonate deeply with audiences worldwide.

Folk | Americana | Singer-Songwriter
Tickets: $55, $65, $75

The Secret 
Sisters
APRIL 4, 2024

Folk and country duo renowned for their heavenly 
harmonies and evocative storytelling. Their music 
captures the essence of Southern tradition with a  
modern, heartfelt twist.

Rock ‘n’ Roll | Rhythm and Blues | Rockabilly
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

Jake Xerxes 
Fussell
SEPTEMBER 26, 2024

Folk singer-songwriter known for his authentic 
interpretation of traditional American folk and blues. 
Fussell’s music transports listeners to a bygone era with 
poignant storytelling.

Folk | Americana | Blues
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

Brian Blade &  
the Fellowship Band
SEPTEMBER 5, 2024

Accomplished Session Drummer and bandleader from 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Blade’s innovative approach to jazz 
and fusion music, characterized by impeccable groove and 
musicality, has earned him global acclaim and admiration. 
Performed and recorded with the likes of Norah Jones, 
Joni Mitchell and Wayne Shorter.

Jazz | Fusion | Contemporary
Tickets: $45, $55, $65
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In the storied Louisiana Crossroads series, AcA  
presents special one-night-only concerts in the James 
Devin Moncus Theater featuring two or more artists with 
a musical connection that ties back to Louisiana.  
 
The show includes an on-stage interview with the series 
host Herman Fuselier to help tell the story of the artists, 
representing traditional and contemporary music alike.

Tickets starting at $35 + taxes and fees

AcA offers valet service for a nominal fee starting at 6pm on the night of each 
Louisiana Crossroads performance.

PRESENTED BY

Irma Thomas

K.C. Jones and Friends

50 Years of BeauSoleil

Arbo
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Shardé Thomas  
MARCH 14, 2024

Experience the soul-stirring magic of Shardé Thomas in 
an unforgettable night of Delta blues. Her raw, hypnotic 
melodies and electrifying fife and drum performance will 
transport you to the heart of Mississippi’s musical roots.

Delta Blues | Roots | Folk
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

Irma Thomas
NOVEMBER 14, 2024

Prepare for a night of timeless soul and R&B as the 
legendary Irma Thomas graces the stage. Her iconic voice 
and emotive delivery promise an unforgettable evening of 
musical brilliance.

Rhythm & Blues | Soul | Gospel
Tickets: $55, $65, $75

Arbo
APRIL 11, 2024

Nashville up-and-comers return to their hometown for an 
electrifying evening of music, as they bring their unique 
blend of folk, rock, and Cajun influences back to where it 
all began.

Country | Rock |Cajun
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

The Horace  
Trahan Story
OCTOBER 3, 2024

A heartfelt journey through the life story of Horace 
Trahan. Through Cajun and Zydeco rhythms, he shares 
tales of his Louisiana roots, struggles, and triumphs, 
creating an unforgettable musical narrative.

Cajun | Zydeco | Blues
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

50 Years of 
BeauSoleil
FEBRUARY 1 & 2, 2024

A musical journey celebrating half a century of music of 
the legendary band that helped bring Cajun music across 
the globe, featuring Michael Doucet and an all star band 
from across the many iterations of BeauSoleil.

Cajun | Swamp Pop | Roots
Tickets: $35, $45, $55

K.C. Jones and 
Friends
NOVEMBER 7, 2024
Mesmerizing Louisiana Based Appalachian singer-songwriter 
K.C. Jones, in collaboration with Sabine McCalla and Sam 
Doores unveil a mix of new material for an upcoming album. 
Experience the fusion of genres, innovative melodies, and 
powerful lyrics that marked the launch of her solo career 
in 2021. Original music by K.C. Jones, Sabine McCalla, and 
Sam Doores, backed by a full band and accompanied by 
BLiPSWiTCH dance company out of Austin, TX.  

Alt | Indie | Singer-Songwriter
Tickets: $35, $45, $55
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Dance Splits

Two choreographers and dancers Clare Cook and 
Leigha Porter exchange creative work in an evening 
of new dance and collaboration.

Dance | Contemporary | Performance
Tickets: $25, $35

SEPTEMBER 13 & 14, 2024

In the Spotlight series, AcA presents compelling and 
unique dance and theater, working with local performance 
organizations and national touring companies.

Tickets starting at $20 + taxes and fees

Ms. Warbucks

From writer Caroline Helm Huval, and director Christy 
Leichty, Ms. Warbucks is a musical sequel to Annie that 
tackles aging, institutionalizations, and a corrupt system 
of “Mr. Warbucks,” while rediscovering her need for 
love and belonging. 

Tickets: $20, $25, $30 

JUNE 7 & 8, 2024 

Theater | Original Script

A multimedia spectacle by Whitney Willis Hebert, 
featuring abstract videography and live music from Reid 
Willis. This new performance expands on their previous 
collaboration “Mother Of - Piano Reworks.”

Sediment
AUGUST 29 & 30, 2024

Tickets: $25, $35
Dance | Contemporary | Performance

Kingfish

Aren Chaisson and Director Sarah Gauthier revive 
Kingfish, a one-man play loosely depicting the life and 
times of Huey P. Long. Get ready for a roller coaster of 
political history!

Tickets: $20, $25, $30 

NOVEMBER 1 & 2, 2024

Theater | Original Script

SPOTLIGHT
THEATER & DANCE

series

PRESENTS
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Kid Charleroi + 
Noa Jamir

Kid Charleroi, Amanda Sphar's solo project, delves into 70's 
soft rock on her debut album, tackling themes like longing 
and nostalgia. Live, she's joined by a talented 5-piece band. 
Noa Jamir is soft on the ears, heavy on the heart. Influenced 
by Gillian Welch, Hope Sandoval, Nina Simone, and Leonard 
Cohen, creating emotionally resonant melodies.

Tickets: $20

JUNE 13, 2024

J-S.A.N.D.

J-S.A.N.D. and  his “partners in rhyme” offer an 
electrifying live Hip-Hop experience, blending thought-
provoking music with hard-hitting lyrics and audience-
assisted freestyle sessions, making for a unique show.

Tickets: $20

JUNE 27, 2024

Paige Barnett

Paige Barnett Kulbeth, a Louisiana/NYC-based dancer 
and artist with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering, has 
performed for renowned names, including Marc Jacobs 
and Yo Yo Ma’s Silk Road Project. She creates innovative, 
boundary-pushing performances, recently co-founding 
the LOUDHOUSE art collective.

Tickets: $20

 JULY 11 & 12, 2024

“Rookie” with 
Brewster Durbin

Brewster Durbin’s album “Rookie” is a concept 
album about a vanished UL Lafayette football 
player. In the evening-length performance, Durbin 
will perform the album, incorporating a multimedia 
and immersive experience for the audience.

Tickets: $20

AUGUST 1, 2024

PRESENTS

NXT
SERIES

In the NXT series, AcA presents artists from Acadiana, often 
at the outset of their careers. This series aims to support the 
growth of local artists creating significant work and aims to 
bring new audiences into the AcA for these special shows.

Tickets: $20 + taxes & fee
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Stand up comedian and an Emmy-nominated, 
WGA award-winning comedy writer. 

Kilmartin was a staff writer for all 11 years of CONAN 
on TBS, and has performed standup on CONAN, Late 
Late Show w/James Corden, and Comedy Central.  
She was a Top 10 finalist on season 9 of NBC’s Last 
Comic Standing, and has been a guest on Marc 
Maron’s WTF 3 times. Her special 45 Jokes About My 
Dead Dad, was named Vulture ‘s Top Ten Comedy 
Specials of 2016.

Tickets: $20, $25, $30

Laurie Kilmartin
JANUARY 25, 2024

Called the funniest, darkest, most inappropriate 
CLEAN comedian alive.

With his quirky comedic timing and offbeat on-stage 
antics, Emo Philips was omnipresent in the ’80s. 
His syncopated banter often left folks laughing and 
scratching their heads at the same time. Now Philips 
is back on the road and finding brand new audiences 
to delight with his unusual brand of cerebral humor.

Tickets: $20, $25, $30

Emo Philips
JUNE 20, 2024 

One of the sharpest, fastest rising voices in comedy. 

Bust Magazine calls her “comedy gold” while Indiewire 
describes her as “a fresh and unique voice in the world 
of stand-up comedy.” She was included in Variety 
Magazine’s prestigious Top 10 Comedians To Watch list, 
and SLiNK Magazine just crowned her “The New Queen of 
Comedy.” Rolling Stone recently hailed her as one of the 
10 Comedians You Need to Know declaring “she speaks 
and they simply fall in line behind her.” Dulcé has been a 
correspondent on Comedy Central’s The Daily Show with 
Trevor Noah since 2017.

Tickets: $20, $25, $30

Dulcé Sloan
OCTOBER 10, 2024

Iconic comedian known for her smart, observational 
humor and legendary spontaneous wit. 

Paula Poundstone is the star of several HBO specials, 
including Cats, Cops and Stuff, and Paula Poundstone 
Goes to Harvard. Paula is a regular panelist on NPR’s 
comedy news quiz, Wait Wait… Don’t Tell Me! She 
is heard weekly on her successful comedy podcast,  
Nobody Listens to Paula Poundstone. Paula was the 
first female comic in its then 73rd year to perform 
standup at the White House Correspondents Dinner.

Tickets: $20, $25, $30

Paula Poundstone
MARCH 7, 2024

Returning for its second year, the Comedy Club series 
presents well-known stand-up comedians from across 
the country. This series is presented in partnership with  
Lafayette Comedy.

Tickets starting at $20 + taxes and fees 

PRESENTED BY JAY CULOTTA, MD
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Israeli pianist Orit Wolf will transport you 
through time and culture, showcasing the 
captivating blend of Jewish Klezmer and 
Hungarian Gypsy music. A mesmerizing 
musical journey awaits.

Tickets: $55

Orit Wolf
JANUARY 7, 2024

Fabio and Gisele Witkowski, a piano duo, 
evoke 19th-century European chamber 
music’s intimate charm, connecting audiences 
with the era’s cultural and musical traditions 
in their performances.

Tickets: $55

Fabio & Gisele 
Witkowski
JUNE 9, 2024 

German cellist Alexander Hülshoff leads ASO 
Chamber Ensemble in a concert featuring 
works by iconic Central European composers, 
Bach and Schubert, whose music continues to 
shape modern Western music.

Tickets: $55

Alexander Hülshoff
MARCH 17, 2024

In the Listening Room Chamber Music Series, AcA 
presents classical and contemporary chamber music  
with special guest performers. This series is presented  
in partnership with the Acadiana Symphony Orchestra.

Tickets $55 + taxes and fees

AcA offers valet service for a nominal fee starting at 1:45pm on the day of each Listening Room performance.

PRESENTED BY
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The Sunny Side Jazz Brunch is a benefit for the arts 
in the Acadiana region at the home of Kip and Carolyn 
Schumacher. The Sunny Side Jazz Brunch calls to the 
experiences of legendary Creole Jazz brunches at 
Commander’s Palace and Brennan’s. 

All funds raised from the Sunny Side Jazz Brunch support 
the AcA’s performing arts programs, offering national acts 
of music, dance, and theater in Lafayette, as well as the 
expansion of AcA’s Arts in Education work into new schools 
and parishes around the rural regions of Acadiana.

This Fall, Gulf Brew transforms 
Downtown Lafayette into a  
beer-centric street festival with 
more than 200 different types 
of beer, live music, arts & crafts 
vendors, yard games, Family Fun 
Zone, and more!

Signature Events

APRIL 7, 2024

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024

Pelican Ball
Pelican Ball recognizes the people who have shaped the arts in Acadiana 
through their commitment and service. We honor both individuals who 
have contributed directly to the arts council’s work and individuals who 
have shaped the broader cultural life in Acadiana through their work.

We honor these individuals, and we celebrate our thriving culture in the 
best way we know how: with a night full of food, music, and artful surprises 
amidst the core ‘flock’ of Acadiana’s cultural community.

Saturday
OCTOBER 19, 
2024

JAZZ BRUNCH

The Sunny Side 



Second Floor

11

Gallery Locations
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Main GalleryOn View in the Galleries
Gallery and Café are open 9am - 5pm, Tuesday - Saturday 
To see all upcoming exhibits, visit acadianacenterforthearts.org/exhibitions

Martin Payton (b.1948, New Orleans) comes from a family of accomplished New Orleanian musicians and holds 
at the core of his artistic practice the styles of improvisation and African Polyrhythms embedded in New Orleans 
Jazz. Payton’s sculptures resemble silhouettes suggestive of traditional African forms with a minimalist, modern 
personality. Martin Payton served as Professor of Art at Xavier University, New Orleans, and Southern University, 
Baton Rouge before retiring in 2011. Through his long career at Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCUs), 
Payton has been a mentor to thousands of currently practicing artists from the American South.

Martin Payton: Legacy of Form
September 9, 2023 - January 13, 2024

This exhibition will explore methods of viewing, responding and creating with the artistic guidance of 2007 
Louisiana poet laureate, Darrell Bourque. In this exhibition viewers will encounter artworks of which Bourque has 
engaged during his writing processes. They are artworks that have inspired thought, stories and poetry. Visitors 
will see artworks paired with writing and invites to engage and respond with varying prompts. Some of the notable 
artists to be featured will be artworks by Megan Barra, Bill Gingles, John Hathorn and Russell Whiting. 

IN MEDIAS RES: How One Story Becomes Another
February 10, 2024 - May 11, 2024

This exhibition will look at the scope of ceramics being made in Acadiana today. From the functional and  
traditional forms we are most familiar with, to the purely visual and Avante-garde. Acadiana Center for the  
Arts will host a showcase of ceramic artworks chosen by a jury of artists and practitioners in this region’s 
community of ceramic craft. 

Ceramics Now: Contemporary and Traditional  
Practices in Acadiana 
June 8, 2024 - August 10, 2024

A posthumous celebration of the artwork and legacy of George Loli, longtime professor of art at University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. This exhibition will feature the work of Loli as well as 25 students that he influenced over 
the course of his career. The exhibition charts the evolution of Lafayette from a historical and artistic context and 
celebrates the dynamism of the local community at the intersection of education and art.

George Loli: Theatrics of Space
September 14, 2024 - January 11, 2025

Side Gallery Coca Cola Studio

QUESTIONS? 
AcA offers discounted group rates, private  
event rentals, and many different ways to 
bring your group or event to the museum. 
 
Contact 337-233-7060 or  
frontdesk@AcadianaCenterfortheArts.org

Ralph Schexnaydre: Translating the Sun
November 11, 2023 - January 13, 2024
A selection of artworks from local artist Ralph Schexnaydre utilizing 
a variety of specialized photography and photo-emulsion techniques; 
Lumen-prints, cyanotypes & traditional Black & White photography. A 
new way of looking at natural shapes and the complexity of the visual 
natural world.

Sara Hardin: Unconscious Place
February 10, 2024 - March 9, 2024
Hardin’s collection of complex oil paintings are created from direct 
observation of familiar architectural interiors and private garden 
spaces in her new home of New Orleans, Louisiana. “Through my work, 
I present a visual narrative where architectural structures symbolize 
the conscious mind, while the abundant growth of untamed plant life 
represents the hidden recesses of the unconscious."

Anne Boudreau
November 9, 2024 - January 11, 2025
“From seed pods to constellations, I am amazed by our natural systems 
and their cooperative functions. The simple and complex structures I find 
in nature inspire and inform my work. Using a combination of wire, twine, 
fabric, and acrylic paint, my three-dimensional forms are both rigid and 
soft. My process includes patterning, fabric manipulation, hand sewing 
and binding techniques. The constructions are fragile yet stable, much like 
the forces of nature.” - Anne Boudreau

AcA Individual Member 
FREE

AcA Family Members & above 
FREE for entire household

Visitor      
$10 

Visitor (65+)  
$5

K-12 Student (5-17) 
$5

College Student (with current ID)
$5  

Child (Under 5)   
FREE

Military Personnel & Veterans 
FREE

Library Museum Passholder* 
FREE

*Check out a Lafayette Public Library Museum 
Pass to get free admission to AcA as well as a 
variety of museums across Lafayette.

2024 ArtWalk Dates:

JAN 13
FEB 10
MAR 9
APR 13

MAY 11
JUN 8
JUL 13
AUG 10

SEPT 14
OCT 12
NOV 9
DEC 14

FREE during monthly ArtWalk
Second Saturday (5pm – 9pm)

Louisianais.e 
January 13, 2024 - February 10, 2024

CODOFIL Exhibition
March 9, 2024 - May 4, 2024

50 Years of BeauSoleil: Memorabilia & Archives
January 13, 2024 - February 10, 2024

Miles Peterson
March 9, 2024 - April 6, 2024

Student Arts Expo
April 13, 2024

Quilters’ Guild Acadienne
July 13, 2024 - August 10, 2024

Terry Palmer
September 14, 2024 - October 5, 2024

Kai Drobish
October 12, 2024 - November 1, 2024

Open Studio Acadiana
November 8, 2024 - December 13, 2024

Gallery Admission

AcA Café
Exhibitions
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Let Culture Lead is a 
comprehensive initiative to 
achieve AcA’s Vision 2030 through 
5 distinct pathways and a 
multitude of projects. 

ACA’S VISION FOR 2030

AcA envisions an Acadiana that 
thrives because people from 
all walks of life are inspired to 
participate in a dynamic cultural 
life where everyone can feel that 
they belong.

Let Culture Lead is an initiative that seeks to advance the 
cause of arts and culture in Acadiana by placing the arts at 
the center of community development efforts. 

The initiative recognizes that the arts are an essential part 
of the region’s identity and heritage and that investing in 
the arts can help to promote economic growth, community 
development, and cultural preservation.

The idea behind Let Culture Lead is that our rich cultural 
heritage and vibrant arts have already paved the way for 
our region’s growth. We just need to dedicate ourselves to 
supporting and stewarding that work in order to see our 
region truly thrive.

An Initiative 
for the 
Advancement  
of the Arts  
in Acadiana 

A Case For The Arts

By investing in the arts, we can help to create a stronger, more vibrant Acadiana for all.

Acadiana is a culturally rich region located in South Louisiana that is known for its vibrant music, dance, and visual arts scenes. 
The arts are an essential part of Acadiana’s cultural heritage. Acadiana’s music, dance, and visual arts traditions are unique and 
valuable, reflecting the region’s history and identity.

The arts are critical for education and personal development. There is a substantial body of knowledge developed over the past 
40 years that suggests that integrating the arts into learning creates many positive impacts on overall achievement1. Students 
with high levels of arts involvement are less likely to drop out of school2. Arts education’s implementation in Early Childhood  
improves vocabulary, communication, and memory in young children.3 High levels of arts involvement among disadvantaged 
students is related to finding a better job, earning a degree, and likelihood of the student going on  
to volunteer, demonstrating not just increased achievement but also growth of attributes like empathy.4

The arts provide numerous economic benefits to the region. Our region’s vibrant arts scene draws people from around  
the world to experience the rich culture of Acadiana, resulting in increased tourism and economic growth. Supporting  
the arts in Acadiana means investing in the local economy and helping to create jobs and opportunities for artists and  
creative professionals.

1 Fiske, Edward B., Ed. (1999). Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning. 
2 Catterall, James & Dumais, Susan & Hampden-Thompson, Gillian. (2012). The Arts and Achievement in At-Risk Youth: Findings from Four Longitudinal Studies. 
3 Asbury, Carolyn & Rich, Barbara. (2008). Learning, Arts, and the Brain: The Dana Consortium Report on Arts and Cognition.
4 Catterall, James. (2009). Doing Well and Doing Good by Doing Art: A 12-Year National Study of Education in the Visual and Performing Arts and the Effects on the Achievements and Values Of Young Adults.

We envision Acadiana as a region that is recognized 
nationally for its multicultural artistic heritage and its 
robust pipeline of diverse artists and musicians.

INVEST
in our 
culture

We envision Acadiana as a place where the next 
generation will always have art and culture embedded 
in their education, serving as a national example of 
innovation and success.

TEACH
our 

culture

We envision Lafayette as a welcoming beacon and  
hub for people who care about creativity and culture  
in the South.

LIVE
our 

culture

We envision Lafayette as a place that is recognized 
nationally for providing a vibrant and culturally inclusive 
experience for visitors.

BUILD
our 

culture

We envision the Acadiana Center for the Arts as a team 
with the right people in the right roles and the support 
needed to drive this work for generations to come.

SHARE
our 

culture

Fostering Art 
& Culture in 
Acadiana

The results of AcA’s Strategic Plan led leadership 
and staff to create the Let Culture Lead initiative, 
with five major pathways, to be implemented over 
the next decade:



LET CULTURE LEAD INITIATIVE — 2928  — LET CULTURE LEAD

The Let Culture Lead Initiative provides many 
opportunities to make your desired impact on the 
community through a variety of commitment levels.

Community Philanthropy will help realize the AcA’s Vision 
2030 and will further solidify Acadiana as a thriving and 
inspiring community for people from all walks of life.  
Your support will inspire others to participate in building  
a dynamic cultural life where everyone can feel that  
they belong.

One hundred percent of your gift will be invested back into 
the community to advance the cause of arts and culture in 
Acadiana by placing the arts at the center of community 
development efforts.

The AcA envisions Acadiana as a place where the next 
generation will always have art and culture embedded 
in their education, serving as a national example of 
innovation and success.

Key Projects:
• Eight Parish Strategy
• Teaching Artist Institute

Pathway Goal: $3 million

to young people
TEACH OUR CULTURE

to future generations by supporting the arts
SHARE OUR CULTURE

Katie, Denny & Kitt Culbert
Wild Child Wines

Herman Fuselier
Host of Zydeco Stomp & 

Executive Director of St. Landry 
Parish Tourist Commission

Dr. Ronnie Daigle
Physician & AcA Board President (2022-2024)

by engaging in art, music & community
LIVE OUR CULTURE

with new developments that seed future  
growth in the arts

BUILD OUR CULTURE

The AcA envisions Acadiana as a region that is recognized 
nationally for its multicultural artistic heritage and its 
robust pipeline of diverse artists and musicians.

Key Projects:
• Creative Acadiana
• Cultural Leadership Summit
• Transformation Fund

Pathway Goal: $2 million

The AcA envisions Lafayette as a welcoming beacon 
and destination hub for people who care about 
creativity and culture in the South.

Key Projects:
• Music and Performance Fund
• Exhibition Fund
• Arts and Technology Fund

Pathway Goal: $3 million

to enhance our vibrant community
INVEST IN OUR CULTURE

The AcA envisions the Lafayette Arts District as a place 
that is recognized nationally for providing a vibrant 
and culturally inclusive experience for visitors.

Key Projects:
• Louisiana Music Museum
• Lafayette Arts District
• Public Art Network

Pathway Goal: $5 million

We envision the Acadiana Center for the Arts as 
a team with the right people in the right roles 
and the support needed to drive this work for 
generations to come.

Key Project:
• 50th Anniversary Endowment

Pathway Goal: $5 million

Burnell Lemoine
Retired Superintendent, Lafayette Parish School System

Erica Fox
Founder, Maison Freetown



Board Membership 2023 - 2024

AcA Membership List

Officers & Executive Committee
Ronald J Daigle, MD
Physician
AcA Board President

Taylor Davis
Financial Advisor, Northwestern Mutual
AcA President-Elect
Chair, Nominating Committee

Lyle Girouard
Immediate Past President

Daphne Krampe
Administrator, MacLaff Inc.
AcA Board Secretary

Michael Munzing
Residential and Commercial Agent,  
BBCO Insurance
Treasurer
Chair, Finance Committee

Aleisha Johnson Cook
AJC Business Solutions
Executive Committee Member-at-Large  
Chair, Programs Committee

Ethan Jordan 
Chief Product Officer, FARE.GAME
Executive Committee Member-at-Large
Co-Chair, Music Museum Committee

Board of Directors
Jess Allain
Attorney, Jones Walker LLP

Jamie Baldridge
Artist and Professor of Digital Art 
and New Media, ULL

Charles Boudreaux
Partner, Kean Miller LLP
Co-Chair, Music Museum Committee

Richard Brauns 
Senior Partner, JKR Advertising & Marketing 
Co-Chair, Performing Arts Subcommittee

Robbie Bush 
President, Associated Travel LLC
Co-Chair, Performing Arts Subcommittee

Karen deClouet 
Artist

Dr. Jon Downs
Principal, J. Wallace James Elementary, 
Lafayette Parish School System
Co-Chair, Education Subcommittee

Jessica Foreman
Trinity Emergency Services

Erica Fox
Owner, Attakapas Collective

Tracy Frentz
RN

Sarah Gauthier 
Talented Teacher, Lafayette Parish School System
Director, Theatre Acadie

Nanette Soileau Heggie
Principal, Heggie Investment Partners
Co-Chair, Development Committee

Brandon Journet
Performing Artist “DJ Digital”
Host, XXL Higher Level Radio, Townsquare Media 

Adrian K. King
VP, Boyd Gaming Corporation
Chair, Community Development Committee

Cliff LaCour
Partner, NeunerPate

Burnell Lemoine
Retired Superintendent,
Lafayette Parish School System
Co-Chair, Education Subcommittee 

Melissa Maeker 
Representative of Junior League of Lafayette
Co-Chair, Development Committee

Hannah Smith Mason
Artist; Community Outreach and Business  
Development, Smith Mason & Co.

Jerome Moroux
Partner, Broussard, David & Moroux

Carolyn Doerle Schumacher 
Chairman/Managing Director, 
Provisions Energy & Marine Support

Larry Simon, MD, MBA, FACS
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana

Olatunde Michael Soyombo
OSoy Communications

Ed Abell
Retired Attorney
Member Emeritus

Dr. Mary B. Neiheisel
Member Emeritus

General Members
Kathy Abshire
CC Adcock
Mark Albertelly
Cynthia Alleman
Susie Anders
Paula Andrus
Gregory Ardoin
Jill Artall
Cindi Axtell
Craig Babineaux
Julie Babineaux
Rachel Barry
Mark Barton
Molly Baumgartner
Magdy Bayoumi
Constance Becker
Laurie Becker
Becca Begnaud
Katie Bell
Chloee Bello
Victoria & Larry Benoit
Janet Bernhardt
Elizabeth Biagas
Christa Billeaud
Sharon Billeaud
Robin Bivin
Thomas Bluff
Cheryl Blum
Mary Boatner
Louis Bonnet
Darrell Bourque
Taylor Bourque
Rebecca Brackin
Charlie Brandt
Paula & Tim Brasseaux
Susan Brazell
Sissy Breaux
Melanie & Zach Brevis
Vilma Brewster
Denise Broussard
Marilyn & Kerry Broussard
Mary Broussard
Robert Broussard
Sharon Broussard
Bill Bryan
Nicole Bue-Perkins
Jamie Buetow
Anne Bujold
Richard Burgess
Brad Burkman
Darrellyn Burts
Bonnie Camos
Jane Carlson

Paul Casey
Linda Catalano
Ryan Cazares
Claude Cech
Jacqueline Cefalu
Alicia Chaisson
Julia & Griff Champagne
Brian Chapman
Charles Chatelain
Priya Cheeran
Carl Cheramie
David Cheramie
Susan Chiquelin
Yeon Choi
Andrew Clarke
Jimmy & Sandra Clarke
Scott Coco
Joe Cohen
Beverly Comeaux
Susan Comeaux
Bruce Conque
Jeannine Coreil
Gary Couret
April Courville
Justin Courville
Katie & Denny Culbert
Anne Daigle
Dee Daigle
Johnny Daigle
Sandra David
Terrie De Santa
Bradly Dehart
Peter DeHart
Peggy Dersch
Alyce Deshotels
Cheryl Devall
Kevin Domingue
Aimée Dominique
Donna Douet
Jon Downs
Kai Drobish
Dianna Ducote
Dorothy Ducote
Christine Dugas
John E. Dugas
Bernard Duhon
Margaret Duhon
Milton Duhon
Kathy Dumesnil
Deborah Duplant
Dawn Dupuis
Jeffery Dural
Deborah Eastin

Michael Eble
Jean Edwards
William Edwards Jr.
Blake Escudier
Lillian Estinoza-Gala
David Faulk
Lillie & Paul Favaron
Marcelle C. Foret
Elaine Fortier
David Fox
Kohlie Frantzen
Suzanne Fredericq
Tina Fremin
Lynda Frese
Craig Gauthier
Gayle George
Nicole Gil
Olivia Girouard
Laurie Godshall
Daniel Graffeo
Lisa Graley
Gary Granger
Phyllis Griffard
Bryan Groves
Mary Guercio
Michael Guidroz
Libby Guidry
Rene Guidry
William Guidry
Alex Guillory
Irma Guillory
Nancy Hamilton
Eugene Hancock
James Hanisee
Rebekah Hanks
Dan Hare
George Harris
Vines Harris
Mary Ellen & John Hathorn
Ashley & Paul Hebert
Cory Hebert
Marie & James Hebert
Janice Hebert
Liz Hebert
Brianne Hendricks
Lucy Henke
Charlene Henry
Sally Herpin
Benjamin Hickey
Joanie Hill
Shirley Hoisington
Don Holbert
Scott Hollier

Stephen Holmgren
Randy Hopper
Thomas Hughes
Tricia Jacob
Sherry James
Lynn Jenkins
Nicole Jones
Ethan Jordan
Kathryn Jordan
David Joseph
Rex Judice
Ronald Judice
Clay Juneau
Marguerite Justus
Julien Kain
Daniel Kimball
Randy Kinsel
Randall Labry
Sandy LaBry
Julie LaFleur
Amanda LaFleur-Giambrone
Jay & Marie Lalonde
Donas Landry
Jacques & Angela Landry
Kimberly Landry
Paulette Landry
Ted Landry
Jill Laroussini
Cindy Lassalle
Brecky Lavigne
Carl LeBlanc
Dwight Leblanc
Vintage Leblanc
Roz LeCompte
John Lemieux
Kevin Lemoine
Sharon Lemoine
Ryan LeTulle
Leah Lormand
Patricia Love
JP MacFadyen
Denise Maldonado
Phyllis Malzyk
Louis Maraist
Joan Marshak
Hali Marshall
Mare Martin
Jason Matt
Elizabeth McBurney
Laura McColm
Katherine & Todd McCormick
Ellen McHardy
Jessica McKey

Victoria Mercer
Mandy Migues
John Miller
Elizabeth Minvielle
Setareh Mirian-Delcambre
Michael Mitchell
Laura Monk
Laurel Montagnet
Emee Morgan
Mary Morgan
Robert Morrow
Lisa Mouille
MJ Mouon
John Mouton
Philippa Mueller
Jenee Naquin
Joan Navarre
Mary J Nederveld
Kim & Elizabeth Nehrbass
Nancy Nicholson
Stella Norris
Danny Northcutt
Lucy Osborn
John J. Oubre
Gene F. Paquette
Sami Parbhoo
Edwin Patout
Francis Pavy
Glynis Peterson
Lauren Peterson
Thomas Pierce
Greg Pierrottie
Luke Pitre
Jeanne Plaisance
Daniel Povinelli
Kathy Reed & Steve Breaux
Ronald Regan
Hayden Reilly
Thomas Reynolds
Glenn & Sheila Richard
Kathy Richard
Kelly Richard
Jeffrey Riggs
Mona Ristovv
Bill Roberts
Molly Rowe Bresnitz
Erin Roy
Julie Savoy
Dean Schlabowske
Jennifer Schmidt
David Schoeffler
Ebba Schoonover
Lynn & Billy Segura

Carol Shaw
Tricia Sieferman
Victoria Smith
Michael Soileau
Jeanne Solis
Sonja Solomon
Nicole Sonnier
Olatunde Soyombo
Helen Spreafico
Claire St. Romain
Ashley Steele
Barbara Stevens
Ronnie Stevens
Melissa Stevenson
Lisa Strauss
Pamela Stroup
Dennis Sullivan
Mary Swan
Scott Tabor
Anissa Talley
Jordan Templet
Randall K. Theunissen
Sharon Thibodeaux
Annette Thomas
Patricia Thompson
Janine & Craig Thomson
Terree Tisdale-Kwarteng
Shari Touchet
Michelle & Doug Truxillo
Bernard Ussher
Holly Van Beek
Joel Vandever
Karl Ventre
Madeline Viator
Martha Viator
Terresa Viator
Raul Viera
Dennis Vitrella
Brandon Wallace
Greg Walls
Dick Walsh
Hollie Ward
Madonna Warnken
Stuart Welch
Cissy Whipp
Peter Wilby
Damon Wiley
Phillip & Joan Wingate
Lu Wixon
Trudie Wolking
Lydia Young
Jesseca Zaunbrecher
Vivian Zornek-Katz

Insiders Members
Jess Allain
Aurore Ballengee
David & Cindy Barry
Sabrina Benazzouz
Aileen Bennett
John Bihm
Deanna Blanchard
Theresa Bodker
Joseph Boustany
Judith & R.J. Boutte
Cheryl & Ed Bowie

Sarah Dailey
Stephen Darbonne
Marie D. Diaz
Wendy Dorfman
Matthew Dugas
Judy Dunn
Christina Dupuis
Matt Fanguy
Sarah Fanguy
Donna Fischer
Herman J. Fuselier

Barbara & John Girard
Lisa Graley
Glenn Guidry
Nebuchadnezzar Halliburton
Elizabeth & Scott Hamilton
Rachel Holland
Aaron Johnson
Kelli & Henry Kaufman
Ellie Keefe
Daniel Ladmirault
Ann Laurent

Drake LeBlanc
Stephanie Leger
Jonathan LeJune
Laura Long
Adele Mayeaux
Paul Medus
Patrice Melnick
Forrest Montgomery
Dr. Rollan L. Moore
Josie M Morgan
Mike Munzing

Katherine Nebel
Jacob Newton
Nhi Y. Ngo
John Nowlin
Nosakhare Ogbebor
John Oliver
Noah Oliver
Kelly Rick
Carol Ross
Mary-Margaret  
& Bennett Sabatier

Elizabeth Savoy
Rachel Steen
Alexa Thibodeaux
Jamie Thibodeaux
Will Thiele
Christy Tracie
Thomas Turnbull
Cissy Whipp
Suzanne E. Wiltz
Debora Wooley
Jeromy Young

President’s Circle Members
Caroline & Barry Ancelet
Brooke & Jamie Baldridge
Wayne Bares
Derrick Batiste
Barbara & Tom Black
Lauren Blanda
Lisa & Charles Boudreaux
Noah Brandon
Brenda & Alan Broussard
Kevin Camel
Colleen & John Chappuis
Lacie & Scott Chappuis

Mark Cotten & Gary Madore
Suzanne & Jodie Cotten
Lisa & Robert David
Andrew & Mitzi Duhon
Rita Durio
Tracy & Bryan Frentz
Jenny & Wes Gautreaux
Elizabeth & Lyle Girouard
LouAnne Greenwald
Gerald Guilbeaux
Laura & Richard Hanes
Glenn Hebert

Holly & Tim Howat
Adrian King
Cherie & Ralph Kraft
Billie & Earl Landry
Marcelle & Bob Langlinais
Amanda Logue
Rickie & Arthur Maloney
Randal McCann
Donna & Brett Mellington
Robert M’s
Mandi Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. 

Montgomery
Angela & Adam Morrison
Mary Neiheisel
Kelly Nelson
Nosakhare Ogbebor
Jammie Parbhoo
Brenda & Kirk Piccione
James Rees
Olivia Regard
Ginger & Jim Roy
Luris Sanchez, MD
Charles Sarver

David Schoeffler
William & Carolyn Schumacher
Austin Schutz
Deborah Simeral
Lindsay & Lawrence Simon
Denice & Tim Skinner
Chuck Soprano
Molly Thomas
Kristen Trahan
Heather & Bryon Trosclair
Andy & Kathy Vodicka
Russell Whiting



Fostering Art & Culture in Acadiana

101 W. VERMILION STREET 
LAFAYETTE, LA 70501 
337.233.7060

AcadianaCenterForTheArts.org

Thank You To Our 2024 Sponsors
presenting sponsors

PRODUCER SPONSORS

David Strother, Susan Daigle 
Darnall Sikes Wealth 
Management

Clay Darnall, Darnall Sikes  
& Frederick CPA

CURATOR SPONSORS

Elaine & Ed Abell
Leslie & Richard Brauns
Dr. Ronnie Daigle & Dr. Patricia Cran
Ray Flores
Alice & Juno Guedry
Ann Marie & Thomas Hightower
J&J Exterminating
Kiwanis of Lafayette
Daphne & Edward J. Krampe lll
Lafayette Music Company
Jovette & Mike Mosing
Dr. Mary B. Neiheisel 
Oats & Marino Law Firm
Dru & Harry Patin
Shirley & Joel Wahlberg

VIP CIRCLE SPONSORS

Acadiana ENT
The Apothecary Shoppe
Danielle & Tyson Cromwell
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Cromwell
Angi Davis
Yvette & Taylor Davis
DoubleTree by Hilton Lafayette
Frankie and Charon Harris
Jon-Ella & David Hays
Hole Opener Corp
Lanoux Learning
M C Bank and Trust
Pamplona Tapas Bar & Restaurant
Brenda & Kirk Piccione
Kathleen & Jody Rosson
Dr. Jerome Smith
Trinity Rental Services
Kathy & Andy Vodicka


