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AcA celebrates Black History Month with paintings and
collages by under-recognized visual artist Eugene James

Martin (1938-2005).

LAFAYETTE, LA - Acadiana Center for the Arts (AcA) hosts “Eugene James Martin:
Heterochronic Collages” in its Main Gallery beginning February 12, 2022 and running
through May 14, 2022.

Martin is an African American artist based in Lafayette, LA, who passed away in 2005.  He is
best known for his imaginative, complex collages on paper and his often humorous pencil
and pen and ink drawings.
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The exhibition opens to the public with reception during Second Saturday ArtWalk on
February 12, 6pm-9pm with an AcA members-only reception from 4pm-6pm. Support AcA’s
programs by becoming a member at https://acadianacenterforthearts.org/membership/

This exhibition in AcA’s Main Gallery is the largest retrospective of Martin’s work to-date,
including more than 175 paintings and collages spanning the artist’s career. The artworks
displayed in this exhibition are an exploration of the theme, "heterochronic collages."
“Heterochronic collage” is a concept coined by Martin to describe the process of using and
reusing previously made imagery within later works of art via photography and collage.

An extremely prolific artist, Martin is originally from Washington DC, and lived in Lafayette
from the 1990’s until his death. Martin called many of his works "satirical abstracts,” and his
paintings and collages are a mixture of pure abstraction and representation. Martin’s
paintings on paper and canvas incorporate whimsical allusions to animal, machine and
structural imagery among areas of "pure", constructed, biomorphic, or disciplined lyrical
abstraction.

This exhibition was made possible by presenting sponsors Derrick Batiste and Katie
Bernhardt & RJ Fonseca, Jr. and by an Exhibition Host Committee, including Ravi Daggula,
Dr. Ann Laurent, Mandi Mitchell, Adam & Angela Morrison, Lue Svendson, John Williams,
and the Women of Wisdom.

“These supporters have underwritten the exhibition’s cost, allowing the AcA to present this
significant work to the public during our daily gallery hours, during field trips from area
schools, and during Second Saturday ArtWalks,” says AcA Executive Director Samuel Oliver.
“We are excited and honored to present Eugene Martin’s work this spring, with a special
opening during Black History Month.”

AcA’s Visual Arts Programs feature exhibitions by world-class artists, presented to the
public in Downtown Lafayette. These programs are supported year-round by Doug Ashy
Building Materials, the Haynie Family Foundation, Lafayette Travel, a Rebirth Grant from
the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities and the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, Louisiana Travel, and National
Endowment for the Arts.
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Key Dates:
● ArtWalk Opening Reception Saturday, February 12, 4pm-9pm
● ArtWalk Closing Reception Saturday, May 14, 4pm-9pm

Eugene James Martin Exhibition PHOTOS
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About AcA
Founded in 1975, the Acadiana Center for the Arts (“AcA”) is a community-supported
regional arts council that fosters art and culture in South Louisiana.

Rooted in a cultural community that has made its mark on the world through food, music,
and art, AcA aims to ensure that this living culture flourishes for generations to come.

AcA aims to bring equitable access to the arts through intensive residency work in schools
and supports fair compensation of artists. On average, AcA serves over 300,000 people
annually and provides fair compensation to 2,700 artists.

AcA supports the creation of new works of art, exhibits, festivals, performances, and public
art across an eight-parish region that includes Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St.
Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, and Vermilion Parishes.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1re9JQvV8s8nI8B1gVMrFBxhw27yXLttp?usp=sharing

