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With just a few months under my belt as executive director of the AcA, I have 
begun reflecting on how my role in the story of our community is not as the main 
character, or the wise guide; I get to be the storyteller. I get to share the story of the 
men and women who have built this organization from the ground up and carried 
it forward over the past 40+ years. This story has a huge cast of characters, an epic 
scale, spans decades, generations, and involves people from around the world 
joining together for the betterment of our community. It’s a great story, and I’m 
thrilled to help tell its next chapter.

Together, we raised close to $180,000 for the arts in 2018, which funded 290 
projects allowing artists to provide people cultural experiences to 300,000 people in 
eight parishes.
 
Because of our dedicated and creative members, passionate board and staff 
members, strong partnerships, and informed opinion leaders, we have been able 
to impact communities in every corner of Acadiana, helping ensure they are more 
healthy, vibrant, and equitable. This work would not have been possible without 
these partners as we work to educate our field, communicate the power of the 
arts to decision makers, advocate for more resources, and innovate to ensure the 
sustainability of the field and our organization.
 
Our performances and exhibitions saw record attendance and brought droves of 
newcomers to downtown Lafayette. Our educational work expanded into two new 
parishes, more than doubling the reach of our in-class teaching artist programs and 
in-school performances. Our work in cultural development for the region brought 
about new community-led cultural activities and supported individual artists in eight 
parishes.
 
In this report, you will see how we are bringing cultural activity to downtown 
Lafayette, how we are celebrating the impact of the arts in our region, and how we 
are partnering with schools and organizations who can helps us in our efforts to 
bring all the arts to all people for the improvement of our world. Thank you for the 
hard work that has been done and for the critical work to come.
 
We rely on our culture to unify our community and to drive the great progress we 
are making in Acadiana. In order to make that future a reality, we depend on our 
members, sponsors, and supporters of all kinds to invest in our programs and to 
choose to build a beautiful future for our region.

I hope you will join our cast of characters and make yourself a prominent part of our 
story––whether as a dynamic artist, a heroic volunteer, or a generous donor. Villains 
need not apply.

Your storyteller,

Samuel Oliver, Executive Director
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Founded in 1975 as the Acadiana Arts Council, this community-supported organization 
was created to promote, support, and encourage cultural, educational, and creative 
activities in the region. Since that time, we developed as a major force in public 
education. Through partnerships with schools, we bring arts experiences—live 
performances, art classes, and arts-integrated learning—into classrooms in the 
multi-parish area. Our elementary-level arts-in-education program PACE (“Primary 
Academic and Creative Experiences”), now in its 20th year, conducts 155 classes weekly, 
impacts over 3,500 students in Lafayette, Broussard, Youngsville, Carencro, Scott, and 
throughout the unincorporated regions of Lafayette Parish every year.

In 2004, our mission grew too big for our space. We left our humble gallery and studio 
building and moved into the newly built Acadiana Center for the Arts with a vision of 
increasing its impact on the area and improving quality of life for the region through 
a vibrant venue for all kinds of cultural activity—art, music, dance, theater, and more. 
Our public facility in the heart of downtown Lafayette now includes an intimate 300-
seat theater, large museum-quality galleries, as well as workshop, rehearsal, and office 
spaces for creative professionals. As a clearing house of activities in the arts, we assist 
smaller organizations around the region in publicity, grant writing, administration of 
projects, accessing local resources, coordinating activities, co-sponsoring activities, and 
in many other ways. More than 250 performances and events are presented by us each 
year throughout Acadiana, and free visual arts exhibits and monthly events draw more 
than 18,000 individuals annually.

Traditional and contemporary music and art come together in a continual celebration of 
the life and spirit of the region through our various programs. Concerts, plays, musicals, 
and other performances are presented each month in the heart of downtown Lafayette 
at our facility. Each month during Second Saturday ArtWalk our building bursts at the 
seams with hundreds of culture-hungry patrons looking to experience art from around 
the world in its spacious galleries. The center’s highly acclaimed concert series, Louisiana 

We are the AcA.

Who we are.
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Crossroads, runs year-round and showcases musicians from around Louisiana, playing 
alongside their inspirations from around the world, exploring history, geography, and 
tradition as they impact the work of Louisiana musicians and artists today.
  
As an organization that provides direct support for artists, festivals, and cultural 
organizations in an eight-parish region, we invested more than $5 million in the region 
in the form of grants and direct aid. As an advocate for artists and the arts, we continue 
to demand fair and equitable compensation for the work of all artists and have helped 
to guide the region’s treatment of artists as skilled working professionals. In all these 
activities, the AcA strives to support the cultural life of Acadiana in meeting its full 
potential.

 
On average, the we serve over 300,000 people and provide fair pay to 2,700 artists 
annually. These public funds have supported the creation of new works of art, exhibits, 
performances, workshops, public art, audience services, professional development, 
training in various arts disciplines, and arts administration. We serve an eight-parish 
region that includes Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, 
and Vermilion Parishes.
 
One highlighted event is the Students Arts Expo, an annual showcase that takes over 
storefronts and businesses across Downtown Lafayette and displays the artwork of 
students from around Lafayette Parish Public Schools. The event attracts more than 
5,000 members of the community each year to downtown and serves to celebrate the 
creativity and originality of young people working across the region.
 
We are a nationally renowned education center and have been a Kennedy Center 
Partner for more than 20 years. In 2006, the Acadiana Arts Council received the 
Governor’s Arts Award for Project HEAL (Helping Employ Artists Locally). In 2016, we 
were awarded the Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana Culture Award as Outstanding Arts 
Organization. 

As time goes on, our organization grows with the region. However, our mission has 
remained the same: to foster arts and culture throughout Acadiana. 
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We are 25 board members...

 and 20 staff members

Dan Hare, President   
Lyle Girouard, President Elect   
Olivia Regard, Immediate Past President   
Sarah Roy, Secretary
Matt Dugas, Treasurer     
Taylor Davis, Executive Committee 
Mary B. Neiheisel, Ed.D., Executive Committee
Burnell Lemoine 
Cade Evans
Christina Luke Avant, CPA OKA
Danny Domingue, DDS
David Giglio
Dr. Ronnie Daigle  
Eric Crozier
Janet Begneaud  
John Mouton   
John N. Chappuis
Johnathan Williams
Katie Bernhardt  
Michael Paul Munzing
Philip Gould   
Richard Brauns
Sadie Shamsie
Tish Johnson  

Samuel Oliver, Executive Director
Blair Miller, Guest Services
Bree Sargent, Education Director
Brian Crutchfield, Special Events Director
Clayton Shelvin, Performing Arts Director
Essie King, Guest Services
Evan Daniels, Marketing Director
Francesca Vega, Development Director
Gilda Parlatto Lire, Guest Services
Gwen Richard, Community Development Director
Jaik Faulk, Visual Arts Director
Kaitlin Montero, Marketing and Design Assistant
Mark Ackal, Bar Manager
Michael Oldham, Technical Director
Michelle Accurso, Hospitality Coordinator
Mike Drennan, Facility Manager
Myron Saul, Guest Services
Natasha Hymel, Cafe Manager
Olivia Chatman, Community Development Assistant
Paige Krause, Outreach Director
Victoria Jones, Guest Services



with over 1,000 volunteers.
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Arts in Education

2018 was a year of enormous growth for the AcA’s role in education. 
We expanded from serving Lafayette’s 43 public schools to now 
serving 77 schools throughout St. Landry, Vermilion, and Lafayette 
parishes. With 40 years of results and demonstrated impact, we are 
proud to drive the role of arts as a tool to improve learning from early 
childhood through high school graduation and beyond.

For over 20 years, we have been a partner with the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts’ Partners in Education program. Based 
on the belief that teachers’ professional learning is an important part 
of any effort designed to increase the artistic literacy of young people, 
this program helps organizations like the AcA develop and expand 
educational partnerships with their local school systems. 

WE HELP INTEGRATE 
ARTS WITH EDUCATION.
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25,000
students experienced arts in 
their school through the AcA 
Arts-In-Education programs 
in Lafayette,St. Landry, and 

Vermilion Parishes.
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THESE SCHOOLS ARE 
INVOLVED IN ARTS 

INTEGRATION  
THROUGH ACA.
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WE SERVE SCHOOLS, STUDENTS 
AND TEACHERS THROUGH 

SEVERAL PROGRAMS.
PACE (Primary Academic and Creative Experiences)
Studies show that the arts can be used as a tool to encourage learning and deliver long-
term positive results. In 1999, Acadiana Center for the Arts and Lafayette Parish School 
System created the PACE Program in response to the need for arts programming in 
elementary schools. PACE helps schools with their arts curriculum as well as teaching 
other subjects through the arts.

The PACE Program is based on the concept that children learn through listening, 
speaking, acting, moving and creating. PACE brings together Teaching Artists and 
classroom teachers, allowing them to learn from each other while providing an arts 
curriculum to students on a weekly basis for the whole school year. Kindergarten 
through third-grade teachers work with PACE Teaching Artists to develop lessons. 
Teaching Artists design arts activities focused on common themes that support existing 
classroom education.

In 2018, the PACE program impacted 3,600 students and 165 teachers. 12 Teaching 
Artists worked in 21 elementary schools in select preK–3rd grade classrooms. 
Teaching Artists worked in each class for 32 weeks, in a total of 4,856 sessions.

Teaching Artist Program
Like PACE, the Teaching Artist Program provides opportunities for students to 
experience a variety of art forms and innovative arts activities such as music, drama, 
creative writing, visual arts, and folklife. Each of the session options are designed and 
presented by a local professional Teaching Artist.

In 2018, 462 sessions took place, affecting 7,107 students. 
Lafayette: 166 sessions, 2206 students
Lafayette early childhood: 218 sessions, 3240 students
St Landry: 78 sessions, 1661 students (fall, 2018 only)

Touring Arts
Touring Arts is a program built to introduce students to professional performances 
in dance, theatre, music, puppetry, storytelling, and more from local and national 
performers. Each performance serves a specific age or grade level. The Touring Arts 
Program provides opportunities for schools to request performances at their location or 
local theaters.

In 2018, there were 76 performances impacting 13,500 students
Lafayette: 51 performances, 9,145 students
St Landry: 25 performances, 4,365 students (fall of 2018 only)

Our Education Programs
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Arts Grants for Teachers
The grants provides funding for arts projects, activities and training, available to 
Lafayette Parish public educators. In 2018, 15 grants were awarded, directly 
impacting 595 students and 27 teachers. A total of $15,357 in grants were funded.

Student Arts Expo
Student Arts Expo is an annual public festival bringing thousands of people to downtown 
Lafayette. This program is a partnership between the AcA and the Lafayette Parish 
School System to highlight the work of our students in the visual and performing arts.  
Student Arts Expo is designed to increase public knowledge and appreciation for young 
artists through community engagement. With 3 stages and 25 locations throughout 
downtown Lafayette, Student Arts Expo is truly a community event. 

In 2018, Student Arts Expo had more than 70 visual arts exhibits and 
performances. About 2,000 students took part in the Student Arts Expo, 
representing nearly all public schools in Lafayette Parish. 23 Downtown Lafayette 
businesses participated in the 2018 Student Arts Expo.

Summer Camps
Our Summer Art Camps offer creative, challenging and fun hands-on experiences for 
children. We believe in an approach to teaching and learning that employs stimulating 
ideas like curiosity and self-expression. Our Teaching Artists bring an exceptional wealth 
of experience as working artists and educators. They have extensive backgrounds 
working with children of all ages and learning levels. The camp staff work together to 
design innovative and challenging activities that provide campers the opportunity to 
express their creativity!

In 2018, we hosted 8 summer camps about literature, painting, Louisiana culture, 
sculpture, and multicultural art for 160 students.

Professional Development Workshops
Professional Development Workshops provide training in the arts for educators 
and artists working with students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. The ongoing 
relationship with the John F. Kennedy Center through the Partners in Education 
Program has helped us to design training opportunities where educators learn proven 
techniques for teaching about the arts, and for using the arts to teach. 

In 2018, we held 6 workshops, which were attended by 59 teachers and  
Teaching Artists.
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THESE 
ARE THE 

SCHOOLS 
WE SERVED 

IN 2018.

LAFAYETTE PARISH
Alice Boucher Elementary School
Broadmoor Elementary School
Carencro Heights Elementary School
Charles M. Burke Elementary School
Duson Elementary School
Ernest Gallet Elementary School
Evangeline Elementary School
Green T. Lindon Elementary School
J.W. Faulk Elementary School
J.W. James Elementary School
Katherin Drexel Elementary School
L. Leo Judice Elementary School
Live Oak Elementary School
Milton Elementary School
Myrtle Place Elementary School
Ossun Elementary School
Corporal Michael Middlebrook 
Elementary School
Prairie Elementary School
Ridge Elementary School
S.J. Montgomery Elementary School
Truman Elementary School
Westside Elementary School
Woodvale Elementary School

Acadian Middle School
Broussard Middle School
Carencro Middle School
E.A. Martin Middle School
Judice Middle School
Lafayette Middle School
L.J. Alleman Middle School
Milton Middle School
Paul Breaux Middle School
David Thibodaux STEM Academy  
Middle School
Scott Middle School
Youngsville Middle School

Acadiana High School
Carencro High School
Comeaux High School
Early College Academy
Lafayette High School
Northside High School
Southside High School
David Thibodaux STEM  
Magnet Academy

ST. LANDRY PARISH
Arnaudville Elementary School
Cankton Elementary
Central Middle School
East Elementary
Eunice Elementary
Glendale Elementary
Grand Coteau Elementary
Grand Prairie Elementary
Grolee Elementary School
Highland Elementary School
Krotz Springs Elementary School
Lawtell Elementary School
Leonville Elementary School
North Elementary School
Northeast Elementary School
Palmetto Elementary School
Park Vista Elementary School
Plaisance Elementary School
Port Barre Elementary School
South Street Elementary School
Southwest Elementary School
Sunset Elementary School
Washington Elementary School

Eunice Jr. High School
Opelousas Jr. High School

Beau Chene High School
Eunice High School
North Central High School
Northwest High School
Opelousas Sr. High School
Port Barre High School
Magnet Academy for Cultural Arts

VERMILION PARISH
Meaux Elementary School
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THESE 
ARE THE 
SCHOOLS 
OUR 
TOURING 
ARTISTS 
VISITED IN 
2018.

TAIKO PROJECT’S BIG RHYTHMS, BIG 
DRUMS (OCTOBER 1-5)
Alice Boucher School
Cankton Elementary School
Carencro Middle School
Edgar Martin School
Krotz Springs Elementary School
Lafayette Renaissance Charter Academy
Paul Breaux Middle School
Plaisance Middle School
Port Barre Middle School

NEW NATIVES BRASS BAND  
(OCTOBER 11-12, JANUARY 30-31)
Carencro High School
Comeaux High School
David Thibodaux STEM Academy
North Central High School
Opelousas Sr. High School
Paul Breaux Middle School
Sunset Elementary School

KELLI JONES AND SHRUGS, 
PRESENTED BY SICKBAY  
(NOVEMBER 8-9)
Comeaux High School
LJ Alleman Middle School

SCOTT AINSLIE (NOVEMBER 12-13)
Eunice Jr. High School
Northwest High School
Opelousas High School
Opelousas Jr. High School

DROP THE B.E.A.T (NOVEMBER 28-30)
Arnaudville Elementary School
Lawtell Elementary School
Leonville Elementary School
North Elementary School
Northeast Elementary School
Plaisance Middle School

HOBEY FORD (DECEMBER 3-7)
ESA Lower School
East Elementary School
Eunice Elementary School
Grolee Elementary School
Highland Elementary School
JW James Elementary School
L. Leo Judice Elementary School
Middlebrook Elementary School
Milton Elementary School
Prairie Elementary School
Southwest Elementary School
Washington Elementary School
Woodvale Elementary School

ROYAL JELLY JIVE (DECEMBER 13)
Lafayette High

READING ROCKS! BY JOHNETTE 
DOWNING (FEBRUARY 4-11)
Drexel Elementary School
Ernest Gallet Elementary School
Evangeline Elementary School
Glendale Elementary School
Grand Coteau Elementary School
Grand Prairie Elementary School
Live Oak Elementary School
Myrtle Place Elementary School 
North Elementary School
Ossun Elementary School
Park Vista Elementary School
Ridge Elementary School
South Street Elementary School
Truman Elementary School

BASIN DANCE COLLECTIVE  
(MARCH 11-14)
Central Middle School
Green T. Lindon Elementary School
LJ Alleman Middle School
Live Oak Elementary School
Palmetto Elementary School
Port Barre Elementary School
Westside Elementary School
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Students enjoy making 
paper bouquets at Student 
Arts Expo 2018
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WE HELP BRING 
ARTS INTO LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES.

We invest in arts-based projects that significantly enhance the cultural 
life of the community and promote local artists. In this role, we provide 
direct support for artists, festivals, and cultural organizations in our 
eight-parish region. To-date we have invested more than $5 million in 
our artists and cultural organizations in the the form of grants and direct 
aid. The AcA strives to foster and expand the ecosystem of culture in our 
region by supporting local artists to create new works and by engaging 
new audiences with cultural experiences throughout Acadiana. In keeping 
with our mission, the AcA supports fair and equitable compensation for 
the work of all artists and is committed to the promotion and support 
of artists as working professionals. The AcA strives to support artists in 
meeting their full potential and help them develop professional careers 
through advocacy at the local, state-wide, and national levels.

Arts in the community
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282,765
people were impacted by 
programs regranted through the 
AcA, totalling over $274,000 dollars 
invested into arts and  
cultural projects. 
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THIS IS WHERE ALL 
OF OUR GRANT 

FUNDED PROJECTS 
ARE LOCATED.

DAF Grant Recipients
LCG Grant Recipients
Artspark Stipend Recipients
L.Hill Bonin, Jr. Memorial Award Recipients
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THIS IS 
HOW WE 
SERVE OUR 
COMMUNITY.

Decentralized Arts Funding (DAF) Grant
DAF is an arts grant program created and funded by the Louisiana Division of 
the Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, Recreation and 
Tourism. The Acadiana Center for the Arts manages this statewide, parish-by-parish 
program for Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary 
and Vermilion Parishes. This grant supports non-profit arts organizations, non-
profit organizations, government agencies, schools and school boards, colleges and 
universities, as well as individuals.

Lafayette Consolidated Government (LCG) External 
Funding Program- Arts and Culture Grant
Sponsored by Lafayette Consolidated Government, the Arts and Culture Funding 
Program improves art projects and the operations of arts and culture organizations 
that better the arts and cultural life of the community, while promoting local artists 
and the arts in Lafayette Parish.

ArtSpark Stipend
Working with the Lafayette Economic Development Authority, we offer ArtSpark, an 
Individual Artist Funding Program. ArtSpark directly supports artists in Acadiana to 
expand their bodies of work as professionals and offer outreach to the community. 
These awards assist emerging, mid-career, and mature artists with  
short-term projects.

L. Hill Bonin, Jr. Memorial Award
The L. Hill Bonin, Jr. Memorial Award is available for Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, 
Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary and Vermilion Parishes. This program 
awards talented performing arts students with funds for enhancing their talents 
through participation in advanced classes outside of their current programs. This 
award also benefits non-profit groups that provide opportunities to students for 
enhancing their arts talents in dance, folklife, literature, media arts, music,  
and theater.

Play it Again
Play it Again is an instrument-recycling program created to give the gift of music 
to students in Acadiana. With generous support from members of the community 
and Lafayette Music, we are able to collect old instruments no longer being used 
and repair them so they can be gifted to band programs in Acadiana public schools. 
The revival of donated instruments gives students the opportunity to learn and 
participate in music education. In 2018, we gave 25 instruments to schools  
in Acadiana.

community programs
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THESE ARE 
OUR GRANT 
RECIPIENTS 
FOR 2018.

DAF GRANT
Acadiana Cares 
Acadiana Symphony Association 
Boys and Girls Club of Acadiana 
Bunk Johnson Jazz Arts & Heritage 
Festival 
Chorale Acadienne
City of Franklin 
Creole Heritage Inc.
Crowley Art Association 
Eunice Rotary Club Community 
Outreach (501)©(3) 
Evangeline Parish Library 
Festival of Words Cultural Arts Collective 
Iberia Cultural Resources Association 
(ICRA)
Iberia Parish Library
Iberia Performing Arts League (IPAL) 
Lafayette Art Association, Inc
Louisiana Folk Roots, Inc.
NUNU Arts and Culture Collective
St. Landry Parish Tourist Commission 
St. Martin Parish Library 
Teche Center for the Arts (TCA)
Teche Theatre for the Performing Arts
The Grand Opera House of the South, 
Inc.
Thensted Center 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
University of Louisiana at Louisiana/ 
Hilliard University Art Museum 
Vermilionville Living History Museum 
Foundation 

LCG EXTERNAL AGENCIES FUNDING 
PROGRAM – ARTS AND CULTURE 
Acadiana Symphony Orchestra 
Asociacion Cultural Latino Acadiana
Ballet Acadiana, Inc.
Children’s Museum of Acadiana
Chorale Acadienne
Festivals Acadiens et Créoles

Festival International de Louisiane
Freetown Studios 
Lafayette Art Association, Inc. 
Louisiana Crafts Guild 
Louisiana Folk Roots
Mardi Gras Association
Vermilionville Living History Museum 

ARTSPARK 
Chere Coen
Eric Breaux
Eric Hitt
Hannah Thibodeaux
JeLlyn Morvant
Lucuis Fontenot
Mark St. Cyr
Sean Broussard
Sue Schleifer
Whitney Hebert

L. HILL BONIN JR. MEMORIAL AWARD
337 Allstar Marching Band
Annette Diaz
Brooke Gutshall
Cooper Helm
Iberia Performing Arts League
Zachary Fuselier 



Performers from Whitney 
Hebert’s THIRST on the James 
Devin Moncus Stage.
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The AcA brought tens of thousands of visitors and residents to Downtown 
Lafayette for a busy schedule of year-round performances, gallery 
openings, and special events. We are well established as a regional 
destination for music, drawing people from the wider Gulf South to our 
performances and galleries throughout 2018. Known for bringing artists 
from all around the world, we showcase their talent and the diversity of 
cultures they represent.

Arts in entertainment

WE LOVE SHOWCASING 
ARTS THROUGH 

ENTERTAINMENT.
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THIS IS WHERE 
OUR TICKET 
BUYERS ARE 

FROM*.

*not including out-of-Acadiana visitors.



35,590
visitors came to our building 

in downtown Lafayette for 
performances and Second 

Saturday ArtWalk.
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WE BRING PERFORMING 
ARTS TO ACADIANA.

We are the leading presenter of live performances in Acadiana. Throughout the year, 
our world-class performances—including music, dance, theater—showcase talented 
artists from all over the world providing our region with entertainment and unique 
experiences. Since opening our theater in 2011, the AcA has grown to become one 
of the largest, multi-discipline performing arts presenters in Louisiana and one of the 
largest independent arts presenters in the Southern United States. 

Traditional and non-traditional artists regularly appear in Lafayette for shows presented 
by the AcA, including Mavis Staples, Béla Fleck, Ray LaMontagne, The Avett Brothers, 
Lyle Lovett, Tedeschi-Trucks Band, Aaron Neville, Gillian Welch, The Mavericks, Lucinda 
Williams, Bruce Hornsby, The Virginia Rep Theatre, The Wood Brothers, Abigail 
Washburn, Jason Mraz, The Revivalists, Jonny Lang, and Acting Up among others. 

The AcA presents over 100 performances and events annually in two venues—the James 
Devin Moncus Theater and the Heymann Performing Arts Center—and in site-specific 
locations and other spaces. The performances range among Modern and Classical 
Dance, Theater, Instrumental and Vocal Recital, Opera, Chamber Music, Jazz, New Music, 
World Music, Dance, and Storytelling. Our performances serve tens of thousands of 
patrons annually through performances, arts education, residency, and community 
programs.

Concerts 
From Americana to Bluegrass to Rock, we present high-quality performances that 
highlight the best-known names in music. Our MainStage Series brings a diverse mix to 
the Heymann Performing Arts Center stage. We also present varied contemporary world 
jazz musicians. We regularly transform the Moncus Theater into a jazz club with intimate 
table seating and wine service. Telescopic seating also allows us to create a flat floor for 
standing room only concerts, such as Gary Clark Jr.

Louisiana Crossroads
Louisiana Crossroads is our premier production—a town-hall concert series in the 
vein of the Louisiana Hayride celebrating our state’s immeasurable wealth of musical 
heritage. This series engages audiences through intimate performances that combine 
cultural influences and diverse artists. This season, the AcA partnered with our first 
curator Joel Savoy to assist with developing and creating the series.

Family Performance, Dance, Theater
The AcA ensures family-focused and educational performances continue year-round in 
our community. Through these shows, we introduce young viewers to the performing 
arts in a family-friendly atmosphere.

We also foster local dance and theater initiatives and bring world-renowned companies 
to Acadiana, shining a light on the art of professional performance and the important 
role it plays in our community. 

The Acadiana Center for the Arts is part of SouthArts Dance Touring Initiative (DTI), a 
program that supports performing arts presenters throughout the South. DTI receives 

Performing Arts
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funding from the National Endowment for the Arts and supports venues across the 
South in developing quality performances, workshops, and audience engagement 
activities. In partnership with DTI, we strive to connect local audiences with touring 
modern dance and contemporary ballet companies.

Silent Seats
Silent Seats is an outreach program that provides enrichment, education and 
entertainment opportunities for students who lack access to high-quality performing 
arts events. Since its beginning, we have identified Silent Seats Partners - individuals, 
organizations, foundations, and corporations - to sponsor this program. In turn, 
the AcA manages the distribution of tickets through social service programs, school 
administrators, and, in some cases, to parents who cannot purchase tickets for their 
children to attend performance events. Through the generosity of Silent Seats 
partners, we gave over 300 tickets in 2018.

WE CAN’T DO IT ALONE.

ARTS, CULTURE, AND EDUCATION:
ABC Fund, Community Foundation of 
Acadiana
Acadiana Symphony Orchestra
Acting Up (in Acadiana)
Ascension Episcopal School
Association of Culture Latino Acadiana
Basin Dance Collective
Cinema on the Bayou Film Festival
CODOFIL
Episcopal School of Acadiana
Festival International de Louisiane
GEAR UP
The Hilliard University Art Museum
Lafayette Parish Public Education 
Stakeholders Council (LaPESC)

Lafayette Parish School System
Louisiana Division of the Arts
Love of People
Southern Screen Film Festival
St. Landry Parish School System
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
ULL Athletics
ULL School of the Arts
UpStage

CIVIC AND SOCIAL SERVICE:
Acadiana Cares
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana
The Daily Advertiser
Dreams Come True Foundation
Downtown Development Authority

Downtown Lafayette Unlimited
Hospice of Acadiana
Hearts of Hope Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Lafayette
Lafayette Economic Development 
Authority
Lafayette General Health
Leadership Louisiana (Council for a 
Better Louisiana)
Leadership Institute of Acadiana
One Acadiana
One Acadiana Ambassadors
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical 
Center

As a venue for the community, the AcA partners with local artists and organizations to 
present their work and to support their missions. These vital partners are performance 
groups, dance schools, social service organizations, public and private schools, 
universities, and government agencies. The AcA is proud of its strong relationships with 
these great organizations based in our community.

Local Partners
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WE CURATE VISUAL ARTISTS.
Exhibitions
As an arts center with multiple gallery spaces and a destination for culture-seeking 
visitors, the AcA celebrates emerging and established artists from Acadiana and beyond 
by presenting exhibitions year-round to the public. We present several exhibitions 
simultaneously and new exhibitions rotate through the space each month at Second 
Saturday ArtWalk. Open to the public daily, there is always something new to see.

Our visual arts program features varying approaches to the presentation of 
contemporary art; retrospective exhibitions that look back at the entire career of a single 
artist; exhibitions that explore a particular history or theme through a group of artists 
work; and exhibitions of recent work by emerging and established artists, artisans, and 
documentarians. We focus on presenting photography, painting and drawing, sculpture, 
and new media works at a professional level with engaging materials. We are dedicated 
to creating an inclusive environment through fresh and inventive ways of presenting 
artwork that offer an enriching experience to both seasoned art-lovers and first-time art 
viewers.

Second Saturday ArtWalk
This Downtown Lafayette event brings the city to life as each independent gallery, studio 
and art house opens their doors for this free event. Art aficionados and casual patrons 
alike will leave inspired as they explore the Downtown Lafayette Cultural District. We are 
one of the largest locations open during ArtWalk, having over 1,000 patrons coming into 
our galleries each month.  

Artist Residency
We value art making as an essential component of a vibrant, engaged and healthy 
community. The residency program strives to offer our local artists a platform to 
develop original work and to engage our audiences in a public dialogue on the value of 
contemporary art making. 

Our Residency program began in 2012 and has hosted ten local artists in the 
development of original work in visual, performing, and media-driven disciplines. This 
program helps to build and strengthen the creative community where artists are in 
residence for three to six months at a time. The program is structured to offer support 
through rehearsal space, along with administrative and technical assistance.

Visual Arts
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Abdi Farah and Ashley Tamer, Black Patriots     January 13 - March 24
Yeon Choi, Making of a Woman’s Tea Room      March 12 - April 17 
Arthur McViccar, Wood Meets Paint      March 10 - April 14 
Tina Girouard, Parts Known and Unknown     April 14 - July 14
Artists’ Alliance Revisited 2018       April 14 - June 23
Evan Koch, Laminae Verso      June 9 - August 25
Benjamin Guidry, Azonal       June 9 - June 30
Acadiana Quilting Society       July 21 - August 31
Chris Pavlik, The Last Hundred Years And Other Ghost Stories   July 14 - September 22
Gwendolyn Alexis Richard, Sisters of Flora     August 11 - September 25
Jessica E. Moore, To Toil in Achilles’ Heel      September 8 - October 23
Angie Rheil & Mary Attwood, Metal | Glass | Fiber    September 8 - October 27
Kathy Dumisnel, Nature’s Labyrinth      September 8 - October 13
Shelf Life         August 11 - November 10
Educators as Artists        October 2 - October 23
Matt Thompson, Drawings       October 13 - December 8
Eric Hitt, A Ship’s Worth        November 10- January 12
Acadiana Open Studio Tours       November 6 - December 8
Annette Aucoin, Celebrating Turning Eighty     November 10 - December 8
Heather Ryan Kelly, Quiddity       December 8 - March 9

These were our 
exhibitions in 
2018.

Exhibits in 2018
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The Milena Theatre Group presents The Registry    January 6
John Hiatt        January 11 & 12
Arturo Sandoval       January 18
The Mavericks: Roddie Romero & the Hub City All-Stars   January 19 & 20
Johnny Lang        January 25
Lucinda Williams       January 29
The Hot Sardines       January 30
“And This Is No Damn Lie”      February 1
An Evening with the Julian Lage Trio     February 23
Tedeschi Trucks        February 27 
Gregory Porter        February 28
Alicia Olatuja        March 3
globalFEST On the Road — THE NEW GOLDEN AGE OF LATIN MUSIC March 1
‘FEMME’: A Celebration of Women in Acadiana Music   March 7 & 8
Dance Heginbotham       March 10
Lucky Diaz & The Family Jam Band     March 14
Cameron Carpenter       March 27
Dr. Lonnie Smith Trio       April 7
Issue # 1 by Riley McCallum      April 12-14
Acting Up presents, Shakespeare’s The Tempest    May 2 - 5
An Evening with Gillian Welch       August 18
Grizzly Bear         September 11
Wayne Toups and Royal Blugarou unplugs Zydecajun   September 20 & 21
Amos Lee: My New Moon Tour       September 24
Ulysses Owens Jr.’s “Three”       September 26
Thirst by Whitney Hebert       October 3-5
Turn It Up! The New Sound of New Orleans     October 15 & 16
Virginia Rep Theatre presents The Legend of Sleepy Hollow   October 18
Garly Clark Jr.         October 30
Edmar Castaneda       November 1
Cajun Face 2: The Tanties       November 2-3
Mavis Staples         November 9 
Basin Dance Collective Presents Surface     November 28-30
The Robert Cray Band        December 6

We had over 30 
different artists 
perform throughout 
the year.

Shows in 2018



Project L0LA students 
teach cajun folk music to 
students in Chattanooga 
via simulcast.



We are supported by 
our community.

We couldn’t exist without support provided through individuals, various 
civic and government organizations, and corporate sponsors. This year, 
the AcA received more than $180,000 in grants and over $400,000 in 
charitable giving from these local, state, and national groups.
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These are our 11 grantors.
The AcA would not exist without grant funding from local, state, 
and national organizations. We are extremely grateful to Al 
Berard Memorial Music Fund; Capital One; Chamber Music 
America; Lafayette Consolidated Government; Louisiana Division 
the Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism; Lafayette Convention And Visitors 
Commission; Lafayette Economic Development Authority; 
Lyrasis; Martial F. Billeaud, Sr. Foundation; National Endowment 
for the Arts; and SouthArts.
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These are our 85 
sponsors and donors.

$10,000+
Atmos Energy
Bart Bernard
Double R Restaurant Group
Dr. Phil & Jessica Gachassin
Hancock Whitney
Iberia Bank
Lafayette Coca-Cola Bottling United, Inc.
LUS Fiber
McDonalds Restaurant
NeunerPate
RR Company of America, LLC
Southern Lifestyle Development
William & Carolyn Doerle Schumacher

$5,000-$9,999
Dr. Jay and Therese Culotta
Edward & Elaine Abell
George & Claire Guidry
Harry & Dru Patin
J&J Exterminating Co., Inc
Jeremiah Supple
Jim McGehee
Juno & Alice Guedry
Kiwanis Club of Lafayette
Leslie & Vickie Babin
Louisiana Lottery
Lyle & Elizabeth Girouard
Mark Romero
Mike Mosing
Rader Solutions
Richard & Leslie Brauns
Richard Broussard
Standard Title, Sadie Shamsie and Dan 
Vollmer
Standard Title, Sadie Shamsie and RJ 
Fonseca
Thomas & Ann Marie Hightower, Jr.

$2,500- $4,999
Andy & Kathy Vodicka
Blue Cross Blue Shield Of Louisiana
Charles Fenstermaker
Darnall Sikes and Frederick: A 
Corporation of Certified Public 
Accountants
Darnall Sikes Wealth Partners
Dr. Charles & Marilyn Duhe
Dr. Daniel Domingue
Dr. Dwayne & Lauren Brown
Dr. Jerome Smith
Dr. Jody Rosson
Dr. Mary Neiheisel
Dr. Ronald Daigle & Dr. Patricia Cran
Dr. Terry Cromwell
George & Merilyn Crain
Gerald & Geraldine Hubbell
Greg Moroux
Hole Opener Corporation
Joel Robideaux
Katie Bernhardt
Ken Smalling
M. Bofill Duhe Family Foundation
Tuten, Title & Escrow, LLC
Sammy & Ann Hebert
Van Eaton & Romero, A Latter & Blum 
Company

$1,000- $2,499
Bank of America
Cox Communications
Douglas and Beth Keith
Joel & Perri Prellop
John E. Smith
John & Colleen Chappuis
John & Tish Johnson
Lawrence Simon
Louis Perret
Olivia Regard
Preferred Anatomic Pathology Services

2018 Sponsors

Taylor & Yvette Davis
Whole Foods, Inc.

$500-$999
Bayou Teche Brewing, LLC
Cornerstone Village South
Courtney Pitre
Gillian Redlich
Maureen Sullivan
Michael Myers
Ralph & Cherie Kraft
Sarah Roy
Stephen M Sullivan
Stuart & Ann Clark
Thomas Kreamer
Valverda Elementary School 

Sponsors are crucial to our Programming. Sponsors support specific AcA Program 
areas, allowing us to feature outstanding performances, films, operas, plays, 
exhibitions, and educational and outreach opportunities.
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These are our 540 members.

PATRONS
Christopher LaGraize
Dr. Jay And Therese Culotta
Dr. Lisa Osborn
John & Colleen Chappuis
Leslie & Brenda Cross
Singleton, Kellner, Bolding, Avant & 
Associates, LLC
Tanya Falgout

PARTNERS
Byron & Heather Trosclair
Carmer Falgout
Caroline Ancelet
Charles & Sandi Stewart III
David Callecod
Gary Granger
Dr. Jack & Padmini Gupta
John Nowlin
Mark & Renee Oliver
Dr. Mary Neiheisel
Molly Thomas
Ralph & Cherie Kraft
Robert Michalk
Robert David
Shelly Deshotels
Suzy Shea Kimball
Walter Hidalgo
William & Carolyn Doerle Schumacher

ADVOCATES
Al and Kay Rees
Alexander Ozzard-Low
Amy Wilson
Bart & Ann Davis
Bart and Lauren Kyle
Ben Huval
Cade Evans
Cain Moncla
Catherine Webre
Charles & Sandi Stewart III

Cyril & Lydia Guidry
David & Cynthia Barry
David & Deborah Gordon
Dr. Lee Bairnsfather
Dr. Timothy and Elizabeth Faul
Gary Falgout
Jim and Betty Sue Faulk
Jimmy & Sandra Clarke
Julia and Griff Champagne
Juno & Alice Guedry
Kenneth Fuselier
Kian Ehsan
Leigh Kirkpatrick
Linda Lolan
Luris Sanchez
Maribel Dietz
Marcelle and Bob Langlinais
Mary & Robert Wilkinson
Matthew Dugas
Michael & Teri  Poole
Raymond Goodrich II
Richard Walsh
Robert Rayburn
Robert G. Jaeger
Rosemary Azar
Ross Keogh
Scott Mayers
Scott and Elizabeth Hamilton
Stephen Sagrera
Stephen & Kathryn Merritt
Tom & Karen McNamara
Vanessa Waguespack Anseman
Vicki Chrisman
Wayne Shullaw

FELLOWS
Allan and Wynelle Jones
Allison & Peter DeHart
Amy Lee
Andrew Duhon
Ann Burruss

Ann Dobie
Annette & James Thomas
Barbara & John Girard
Billy Edwards
Brad DeHart
Brett and Donna Mellington
Brian and Nola Brennan
Bruce & Aline Conque
Carl Breaux
Carol Ross
Carolyn A. Hebert
Cecile Hebert
Charles Mouton
Charles Stockton
Charlie Hohorst
Christa Billeaud
Chuck And Lisa Boudreaux
Clyde Olivier
Craig Villery
Dan Hare
David Stepanek
David Giglio
Dawn & Bob Suggs
Deborah And Ken Simeral
Doug and Michelle Truxillo
Frank LeBlanc
Gene & Beverly Sellers
George Harris III
Harvey R. Guthrey
Huy Nguyen
Jackie and Dwayne David
Jacob Groth
James O’Neal
Jeannie DeRouen DelGreco
Jim Watson
Jimmy Guidry
Joan & Alan Marshak
John Shiroda
John Chapman M.D.
John Mouton
John & Ann Smith

2018 Members

Members are crucial to our overall sustainability. Membership dues support 
our mission of fostering art and culture in Acadiana, making everything we do 
possible!
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John Michael Chachere
Jonathan LeJune
Judith Kennedy
Keven Webb
Kevin Camel
Kevin Huval
L. Cyrus DeBlanc
Leah McKnight
Lee Bishop
Lee Bairnsfather
Lenny Lemoine
Liz Mangham
Lyon Hebert
Marguerite (Peggy) Voorhies
Marion & Robert Rosser
Matt & Gerilyn Roth
Max & Dianne Hoyt
May Waggoner
Melissa & Michael Kenney
Michael & Clarine Flaherty
Michael & Lilly Smith Landry
Mimi Anderson
Molly Kallenberger
Olivia  Girouard
Patrick Laperouse
Patrick McDonald
Priscilla Deville
R. J. and Judith Boutte
Ramsey Morein
Rebecca Shirley
Richard & Becky Rivet
Rick  Jacob
Robert Twilley
Robert Chevalier
Roland Louque
Sarah & Harold Schoeffler
Scott Hutchison
Scott Richard
Sharane Adams Gott
Simone Ancelet
Stephanie Gaspard
Stephen Darbonne
Stephen & Carole Caffery
Steve Kimbrell
Susan Lafleur
Susan and David Comeaux
Suzann & Pat Reagan
Theresa Bodker
Tim & Denice Skinner
Tony Parker
Vanessa Williams

Vona & Jim Allen
Wayne Bares

FRIENDS
Allison Comegys
Allison & Peter Dehart
Amanda Jordan
Amanda Melancon
Amber Aktinson
Amelie McGill
Amy Brassieur
Andrew Shenkan
Angeles & Dennis Vitrella
Anita Begnaud
Anne Daigle
Anya Burgess
Arleen Orgeron
Ashley Fox
Barney Aucoin
Barry & Caroline Ancelet
Becky & Rusty Peyton
Bel Bowen
Belle LeBlanc
Benjamin Conque
Bennett Bernard 
Beth Stauffer
Bob Holbrook
Bonnie Camos
Brady Broussard
Brandon Chesnut
Brent Henley
Brent & Stephanie Crochet
Brook Hebert
Bryan Groves
Carl Breaux
Carl And Jan LeBlanc
Carol Shaw
Carolyn Breaux
Carolyn And Harry Bruder
Ceci Neustrom
Cecile Hebert
Charles Salassi
Charles Stockton
Charles Fenstermaker
Charles Benjamin Landry
Chris Rabalais
Chris Helo
Christopher Pritchette
Chuck Soprano
Cindy Richards
Claire Margaglio 

Claire Schultz
Clancy Ratliff
Colleen Thomas
Conni Harris Smith
Cory Hebert
Dan & Mary Dicharry
Daniel James
Darrell Fruge
David Hays
David Sonnier
David Elston
David And Dana Moore
Dawn Laviolette 
Deanna Blanchard
Deborah Eastin
Dee Daigle
Denis Baillargeon
Derrick bourgeois
Diane Prejean
Diane Gonzales
Don Clements
Don Holbert
Douglas Comeaux
Ed Wong
Elizabeth Biagas
Ellen Soffer
Elliot Myers
Emily Crochet
Erik Billet
Ferdie iseringhausen
Frank & Janet limouze
Gayle George
Gene & Nanette Cazayoux
Greg & Erin Ardoin
Guy Pucheu
Haley Bates
Holly Van Beek
James Blanchard
James Breaux
James Hebert
Jamie Buetow
Jane White
Janet Orand
Janet And Chad Theriot
Jason Dugas
Jason Matt
Jason Hardy
Jenn & Eric Adcock
Jennifer Meaux
Jennifer Hanby
Jennifer & Wesley Gautreaux
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Jerome & Linda Alesi
Jill & Bob Laroussini
Jill And Jeremy Meaux
Jody Powell
Joe Bouligny
John Lemieux
John Pohorelsky
John Gisclair
John & Susette Saichuk
John And Lauren Hendrick
Joni Orazio
Josette Gossen
Jules M. Arceneaux
Julie Savoy
Kai Drobish
Kansas Hernandez
Katherine McDonald
Kathleen Bonnet
Kathy Abshire
Kavin Kuriyan
Kelli And Henry Kaufman
Kelly Ortego
Kerry Hopes
Kevin Lemoine
Kevin Domingue
Kimberly Jones
Kimberly Wooten
Kristen marcus
Kristy Thompson
Laura Smallwood 
Laura Ferrell
Lauren Poche
Lauren Boutte
Lauren Brown
Lisa Mouille
Lisa Strauss
Louanne Greenwald
Louis Bonnet
Lynn Cavalier
Marie Elizabeth Oliver
Marilyn & Kerry Broussard
Mark Barton
Marta Hannan
Martha Odom
Mary Hager
Mary Richard
Matthew Thibodeaux
Max Hoyt
Melanie & Thomas Kline
Melinee Latour
Melissa Theriot

Michael Myers
Michael Odom
Michelle Jolivette
Michelle Guillory
Mike Guidroz
Mike Pavy
Molly Mouton
Monica Morgan
Nancy Trahan
Nancy Hamilton
Neil Morein
Nick Oge
Pascale Henry
Pearson & Lisa Cross
Penelope Latiolais
Pierre Landry
Randall Babineaux
Randy gray
Rebecca Kirk
Rex Judice
Ricky & Dana Gomez
Rob Perillo
Robin Barry
Ron & Jackie Nierman
Roxane Hebert
Sabrina Beach
Sally & Jackie Johnson
Sam Fontenot
Samuel Oliver
Sara Whitney
Sarah Chance
Scott Tabor
Scott Coco
Shane Louviere
Sharon Billeaud
Sharon Lemoine
Shon Cormier
Stephen Roma
Steve Scander
Steven Hebert
Suellyn Crouch
Susan Lambert
Susan Chiquelin
Susan Carloss
Susan And David Comeaux
Suzanne Fredericq
Tammy Hebert
Taylor Fontenot
Thomas Hays
Tiffany Menard
Tricia Sieferman

Vanessa Hill
Victor Versaggi
Victoria English
Walter Bincent
William LaBar
William Edwards
Willie Pippen
Zepernick Sheila

SENIORS
Alice Cormier
Amanda Lafleur
Andy & Kathy Vodicka
Angi Davis
Anita Leggett
Ann And Bob Bernard
Anna Dimartino
Anna Marquardt
Anne Gaiennie
Ashton J. Chiasson
Bernard Duhon
Bernard Ussher
Beth And Houston Elkins
Bill & Lee Nevitt
Bill Bryan
Billy Fortier
Bobbye Arnold
Bonnie Camos
Brad Clark
Brenda Kovach
Brenda Mounier
Brenda Trahan
Bruce Odell
Bruce Schultz
Bryan Taylor
Carol & Bill Stubbs
Carole Wilson
Carolyn Boutte
Charles Arny III
Charles Chatelain
Charles D Manuel
Charles Salassi
Charlotte Graeff
Cheryl S Blum
Cheryl Devillier
Chris Wadlington
Christine & Bob Dugas
Christopher Decuir
Cissy Whipp
Connie Soileau
Dan Chassee
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Dana Ennis
Daniel Phillips
Dasher Short
David & Carla Hostetter
David Cartwright
David Guarisco
Debra Hamilton
Deke Dekerlegand
Denise & Salah Mansour Bienvenu
Diana Maggini
Dorothy Ducote
Doug LeBlanc
Ebba & Thomas Schoonover
Edward & Faye Cazayoux
Edwin Sebastian Patout
Eileen Beniest
Elaine Bourque
Elizabeth Savoy
Ellen Caillouet
Eugene Hancock
Gary Couret
Gayle Carmouche
Gene L. Jefferies
George Latiolais
Gordon Vanhoose
Gretchen Montero
Guy Cannata
Gwynne Lambert
Harold Dupuy
Harold Stewart
Helen Billeaud
Jacques & Angela Landry

STUDENTS
Anne Darrah
Brennan Frederick
Dani Oldfield
Denise  Nepveux
Dianne  Reed
Essie & Greg King
Gary Cruice
Heather Perrin
Janet Billeaud
Jordan Miller
Kathryn Anthony
Kay Miller
Kelsey LeBlanc
Lauren Gary
Lauren Leonpacher
Mare Martin

Mary Morgan
Mary K. Tutwiler
Nikki Broussard
Rick Frankel
Ryan Austin
Shelley Prescott
Stephanie Collins
Thomas Hebert
Tim Brasseaux

TEACHERS
Ana Leger
Angela Simmons
Ann Dubois
Anna Marquardt
Brad & Cheryl Pillaro
Bridget Bergeron
David & Keith Zielinski
Jay & Marie Lalonde
Leslie Carloss
Lydia Anderson
Sabrina Benazzouz
Sarah Brown
Sarah Billeaud
Sylvie Goudeau

ARTISTS
Adrian Guidry
Arleen Orgeron
Brecky Lavigne
Brooke Broussard
Cassandra Albarado
Charlotte Gallet-Broussard
Conni Castille
Cynthia Alleman
Cynthia Axtell
David Rougeau
Dirk Guidry
Eddie Domingue
Elaine Simon
Elizabeth Caswell
Elsa Dimitriadis
Francine Veazey
G. John Prestigiacomo
Heather Kelley
james stenhouse
Jeri Cohen
Joan G. Hill
Joe & Maria Kracher
John Sharp

Julia Billeaud
Kathy Dumesnil
Kathy Reed
Katy Richard
Kristi Guillory
Kurt Schoeffler
Leah Hoffpauir
Leonard Olivier
Leslie Lopez
Lue Svendson
Lynda Frese
Lynne Clearfield
Mandy Migues
Maria Seger
Michelle Jolivette
Pat Love
Patsy Bienvenu
Rachel Godley
Rachel Ledoux
Rick Frankel
Ryan Dufrene
Ryan Cazares
Ryan Cazares
Sarah Manuel-Roy
Shelly Breaux
Stacey Ebel
Stephanie Patton
Todd Mouton
Tommy Alesi



101 W. Vermilion Street
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501

www.acadianacenterforthearts.org


